Application blocked by a caveat information
This information is to help you when you receive a letter from the Probate Registry advising a Caveat has been entered which blocks your application and giving you details of who entered the caveat. 
We are part of the High Court and as such we cannot give legal advice we can only tell you what the processes are, but we cannot help with them.
A caveat when entered lasts for a period of 6 months unless withdrawn or successfully challenged.  A caveat may be renewed without limit during the last month of its life.
Next possible steps 
· Contact the person who entered the caveat (called the caveator) to try and resolve any issues/queries.  When a caveat is entered no reason has to be given. The caveat may be entered through a firm of Solicitors and if so it is the Solicitors you should contact.
· Seek legal advice.  A Solicitor will be able to tell you about the possible outcomes, costs and likelihood of success in your individual circumstances.  It can be that what a person sees as black and white is not up held in law.  
· If issues cannot be resolved you may wish to take further action.  The process below can result in either the removal of the caveat or in making the caveat permanent.  
Issuing a Warning

To issue the caveator with a warning, the warning request is sent to Leeds District Probate Registry (York House, 31 York Place, Leeds, LS1 2BA) to be sealed (blank warnings and a precedent can be sent to you, however we are unable to give advice on completing the warning). You can only issue a warning if you have what is called “an interest” in the estate, this means you have either applied already for a grant, you intend to do so or you have potential entitlement to do so.  This interest has to be stated on the warning form.
Leeds Registry will check the warning against the caveat and then date and seal the warning and return it to you. It is your responsibility to serve the warning on the Caveator to the address in the caveat. Leeds do not contact the caveator.
Service can be by post or in person but not by email.  

A copy of the sealed warning should be kept and a note of how it was served.
Once the sealed warning has been served on the Caveator, the Caveator has 14 days to respond (including weekends and bank holidays)
The response can be by way of entering an appearance or a summons for directions which are described in brief below.
Options upon caveator being served with a warning

 Entering an Appearance 
This is an option when the caveator has a contrary (different) interest in the estate i.e. they believe their right to the grant takes priority over someone else’s. For example they believe a will is not valid and they are entitled under an earlier will, they have a later will or they may be entitled if the deceased did not leave a will. 

An appearance is sent to Leeds Registry in writing on a prescribed form (a blank appearance form can be sent to the caveator, however we are unable to give advice on completing the appearance). Leeds check the appearance and if accepted they seal the appearance and return to the Caveator. It is then up to the Caveator to serve the appearance on the person who issued the warning. Leeds do not send the appearance to the warning party
The caveat is by the sealing of the Appearance made permanent.  A permanent caveat cannot be withdrawn. The only ways to remove it are by consent of all the parties submitted by way of a consent summons, by application to a Family Division District Judge or an action in the Chancery Division of the High Court.  
Requesting a Summons for Directions
This is an option when the caveator does not have a contrary interest i.e. 2 executors or 2 daughters of the deceased who died intestate cannot agree who should make an application or the caveator wishes to show why a grant should not be issued to you. (Probate Registrars can’t choose between two executors but may appoint an independent administrator if they think it is right to do so)
A request for a summons for directions is sent to the Registry where any application is pending. The Caveator sends a statement of facts and a summons.
The Registrar will accept or refuse the summons for directions and if accepted, the summons will be sealed and a time and date for a hearing will be arranged and the summons will be returned to the Caveator to be served on all other parties.
When there is no response by appearance or summons to the warning the warning party can apply to have the Caveat removed
A statement of service should be submitted to the Leeds District Probate Registry after the 14 days have elapsed. The statement is required to confirm the method and the date on which the warning is deemed to be served on the Caveator. We cannot help you draft the statement and a copy of the sealed warning must be exhibited to the statement. Leeds District Probate Registry make the decision as to when the warning was served and if the Caveat can be removed.
The caveator effectively has until a statement of service is received at Leeds to enter an appearance or request a summons for directions. Without a statement of service Leeds cannot decide when the warning was served.

If a caveat is removed by a statement of service the caveator cannot enter a further caveat in the estate unless a District Registrar gives leave to enter a further caveat.
